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In recent years there has been a boom in Go activity 

overseas and the popularity of the game has risen 

dramatically throughout the world. 

The ihon Ki - in has endeavoured to promote exchange 

with overseas players through such projects as sending 

professional players on instruction tours and inviting 

overseas players to Japan. 

The realisation of a large- scale international 

tournament, long the dream of Go fans everyw here, 

is a source of profound satisfaction to us. 

The size of this tournament, with thirty- two 

participants from four continents , is an indication of 

the international popularity of Go. The technical 

artistry and profundity of the game make it truly 

universal. 

The promotion of international friendship through Go 

is the true aim of this tournament. We hope, therefore, 

that it will not only contribute to raising the technical 

skill of the players but also to promoting cultural 

exchange. 

Finally, let me wish all the players the best of luck . 

I hope that you are able to display your full strength 

and that you enjoy participating in the tournament. In 

addition, I would like to express my deep gratitude 

to all those whose interest and encouragement helped 

to make this tournament a reality. 

Tournament Director w.~ 
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On behalf of all the members of the Executive 

Committee, may I welcome you to Tokyo and say how 

happy we are to have you here on the occasion of the 

First World Amateur Go Championship. Go players 

around the world now number over ten million, which 

makes the achievement of the thirty- two players who 

are here as the representatives of sixteen different 

countries a most impressive one. May I congratulate 

them on their success and their undoubted skill 

I am sure that everyone will agree with me, however, 

when I say that winning is not really what it is all 

about. On an occasion like this, there is another 

objective which is quite as important and that is the 

growth of understanding among our different nations. 

I hope that with the prospect of many more 

championships to come, this spirit of goodwill and 

friendship will continue to flourish. 

I would also like to express my very real gratitude 

to all the people who, by their enthusiasm and hard 

work, have helped to make this tournament possible. 

They have done a splendid job and I am sure that, 

with your cooperation, it will be a great success. 

Last but not least, may I wish the thirty- two 

participants the very best of luck - and may the best 

man win! 

Committee Chairman 
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